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THE DISTRICT RULERS

GATHERING THE NEWS

THE STAR AND THE LOCAL

I the papers only had two reporters In
the long ago, ‘one working east of Tth
street and the other west.,” All that trans-
pired In these sections must come to his
attention. The reporter of that time hadn't
the facilitics for newsgathering now at his
command; he hadn't the co-operation of
the news-knowing officials, nor had the
channels for newsgathering, such as they
now exist, been established.

During the fifties and sixties the news
of the city government seemed to consist
almost entirely of a report of the proceed-
ings of the common council or the board of
aldermen  The facts that could not be
gleaned from these accounts went ‘‘un-
gleaned,” or else the interested resident

ginning ef the present form of government
by Commissioners and the growth of The
Star along with it is well {llustrated by the
estimates reported by the temporary Comi=-
missloners to the Treasury Department for
the expenses of the District government
during the fiscal year 1877-1878. That was
the last year during which the whole ex-
pense of the District government was paid
by the District people, for in 1878 came the
compact by which the United States recog-
nized its obligations and agreed to pay one-
half the expenses. The estimates of thé
Commissioners for that year were $1,230.-
617.03, exclusive of salaries. The estimates
of the Commissioners to Congress last year
were for more than ten millions of dollars.

GROWTH GF UNIONISM

Effect of Organized Labor in

the District.

CHANGES IN 50 YEARS

THE CONDITIONS OF THE WORK-

workers employed In all the wvarloud
branches of the United States government.

The Eight-Hour Law.

During the years 1866, 1867 and 1868,
through the efforts of the labor leaders, as-
sisted by labor organizations of the entire
country, the introductiom of a number of
bills and joint resolutions In the Senate and
House of Representatives was secured pro-
viding for an eight-hour day on all gov-
ernmental work. The first bill bearing upin
that subject passed the House of Represen-
tatives March 28, 1867, but was pigeon-
holed by the Senate.

The present eight-hour law, which passed
the House January 6, 1888, the Senate June
24, 1868, and was slgned by President John-
son June 25 of the same year, provides that
“eight hours shall constitute a day’s work

TEMPLES OF WORSHIP

Development of Churches in
the Past Fifty Years,

REMARKABLE CHANGES

FRAME BUILDINGS REPLACED BY

inventions. have worked wonderful changes
that are notlced in the sacred architecture,
as we:l_u in other branches of the broad
art. Fifty years ago most of the church
buildings In the District were low, frama
structures, furnished with hardwood
benches for pews, and with little or no in-
terior or exterior decaration. The musical
part of the service consisted principally of
singing, accompanied, whhn at all, by
small organ of the melodeon type. The
regations in some instances were sep-
arated on the sex line—the men and bhovs
on one side of the church and the women
and girls on the other. It {8 evident that
the members of churches In those days did
not attend the services for material coms-
fort. but there is no doubt of their earnest-
ness,

Striking Is the contrast furnished by pres-
ent conditione. Large brick or stone edi-
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and falls soft carpets and el
oak pews, curved backs. These are
fitted in mary cases with cushions and
form comfortable seats for those who come
to participate In the servi A grand plpe
organ peals forth the strains of some soul-
stirring melody in mighty volume, while
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| 4 . world. The people of Washington have not | gational, 4; Christian, 4; Friends, 4, Re-
the Dis- | which marked the writings of those com- | the legislative assembly had its regular
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been content to erect mean temples to | formed, 2; Hebrew congregations, 2, and
their faith, hut. consistent with the beauty | the Swedenborgian, Unitarian, United
scheme of the city, they have chosen rather | Biethren and Universalist each have
to  build splendid structures, not only ‘hurch., There are also three organized
beautiful. but permanent and enduring, in- | cleties of Christian Scientists, two spirity
dicative of the principles for which they | istic socleties, one Progressive Brethren,
sland. These edilices represent many mil- | and two non-sectarian—the People's and
liuns of dollars; they represent vears of | the 1nited States Christian. All these or-
service. and in not a few instances, the | ganizations have an aggregale membership
lifework of devoted men and womeu, most | of considerably over 60K,

of whom have passed beyond earthly There are fifty-three colored PBaptist
scenes. But the wealth of influence for | churches in the District, two Catholic, four

ires of the on-goings

paratively recent days, and which read: hours for sitting and transacting business.
“Don Piatt has returned from his sum- | Nowadays the Commissioners have no spec-
mer ruralizing in Ohlo with an amazing red | ified time for taking action on public mat-
(sun-burnt) nose.” ters. Their board sessions are usually very
The More Modern Paper. informal and may be held in one of the

i In the seventles The Star had assumed | Commissioner's private offices. For the
z _;.- mav be, and inquiring with regard | much of the modern character of the naws- sake of preserving the records each mat‘ter
varled subjects. These very | paper. Its editorial column was fully es- acted upon is in the shape of a paper, which

ing the people are Informed of

L ell)

practically every matter under considera-

and appreciation of

tlon, they ma
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his ing by writing

ations, taken in connection with

the reports made upon them from the un-
der-officials and the final action of the Com-
WS titute a
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large proportion of the dally routine. 1In

1ers, create

every Instance these communlca-

tinns bear upon some subject In which hun-
dreds of people in addlilon to the writer
may be Interected. There are some people
in the Disirlet who take such a deep Inter-
ezt In the local government as to write to
the Commissioners almost daily. Many of
thesa letters or complaints are frivolous.
When so considered they are simply noled
and filed away in ever-inereasing volume.
The Change in Conditions.

The change In conditions between 1852 and
182 in gathering the news of the muniel-
pa {s ind=ed pronounced. In '52, and, in
fact, for many vears after, a call at the
mayvor's office on the part of ““the” reporter
every day or so, or as often as convenlent,
was o idered sufficlent to garner every
whit of news the officials were making or
the people wished to hear. Now The Star
has a representative whose sole duty It is
to remain at the Distriet buailding from the
time of the arrival of the Commissloners at
thelr offices each morning untll the paper

goes to The authorities, too, have |
recognized the Important part the news-

papeir plays It rs of the munieipal-

ity and have assigned a room Immediately

adloining that of the president of the Dis-

triet board to the newspaper men, and have

piaced It completely in their custody.
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I the t have come |

to 1 n id the advan-
tiges f 1} people interested In

their especial departments. They Kknow
that the papers will print all the Interest-
ing portions of their annual or monthly re-

paorta to the Commissioners, and conse- |
quently it Is to thelr benefit to make the |

statements ns attractive as possible, In
days of old the report of a city officer was
hardly ever mentloned. A reference to it
at a councll meeting was flattering atten-
tlon. The printing of these reports now-
adays ls an evidence of the new interest of
the people, of the new ldeéea of news, gand
one of the differences between the new
journalism and the old.

“I suppose In the old days,” it was sug-
gested the other day to a newspaper man of
the time wher
fellows had to ‘do’ the courts as well as the
city government offices, since both were lo-
cated in the same bullding, dldn't you?'

“*Boy,"” replicd he, with fine scorn, *I
used to reéport the navy yard, the courts,
the mayor's office, the register's office, the
Justices of the peace, the central guard
house, and all the station houses in the
wards, fires, murders, suicides, hangings,
council meetings, ward meetings and any-
thing else that came In handy. We used
to work In those days.”

The statement was not  overlrawn.
There's no denying the fact the reporter
of long ago covered lots of territory, but
the space at his command was not such as
the yawning news columns of today offer
and demand, and then, too, there was in
the fifties and sixtles a happy disregacd
| for detalls which would hardly be coun-
' tenanced today by any city editor qualified
to hold his position.

Meager Items and Small Type.

As one old newspaper man expressed It,

I'he Star was young, *“vou

tablished; the reportorial staff had besn In-
creased, and consequently more attantion
was being paid to city news. Something of
the inner workings of the city government
began to appear in print.

After 1871 the reporter no longer got his
municipal news at the city hall, When
the government of the entire District was
consolidated In 1871, under the territorial
form, and Governor Cooke was at the head
of affairs, it was decided to remove the
District offices from the city hall, That
bullding had already proved a heavy and
troublesome burden and even the taking In
of the courts as tenants had not relizved
the situation very much.

Gov. Cooke desired the offices moved, and
g0 they were. From 1871 until the tem-
porary beoard of District Commissloners
was appointed in 1874 the head of the gov-
ernment was in the building at the north-
west corner of 1Tth street and Pennsyl-
vania awvenu2. The leglslative assembly
met in what was known as Metzerott Hall,
on Pennsylvania avenue between 9th and
10th streets, where 923 Pennsylvania ave-
nue s now loecated. The board of public
works had offices in the Morrison bailding
on 4'5 street between Pennsylvania avenue
and C stres When the temporary Comi-
missioners were appointed in 1874 they soon
surrendered the building at 1Tth street aud
the avenue, as well as Metzeroit Haill, aud!
econfined the District offices to the Morri-
son building, on 414 street,

It was at Metzerott Hall that the famons
“feather duster” affalr took place. Some
of the members of the legislative assembly
heard prematurely of the passag: of the
bill In Congress which legislated them, as
well as the governor and the secretary of
the Distriet, out of office. These genlle-
men proceeded to the legislative hall and
began to appropriate the movable property
there to their own uses, Dr. William Tin-
dall, the present secretary to the board of
Commissioners, was at that time private
secretary to Gov. Shepherd, and it was to

m that the colored janitor ran in breath-
less haste and announced:

“Decetor! They's a-stea
tive hall!”

When the pollee arrived on the scene
much of the appropriated property had
been returned, but one politician had stufr-
ed a feather duster down his trouser legs
and could not remove It before being
caught. The feathers would not down.
The inecldent created guite a fuior of fun
at the time.

The part that the papers began to play in
connection with local affairs and their in-
fluence for the people with the government
{e fllustrated In the early seventles, when
rards and communications to the editor be-
gan to make frequent appearances. There
was an agltation in '77 over the dog prob-
lem, which, by the way, has not yet entirely
downed, for the Commissioners have occa-
slonally te deal with it in some way or
other. In 1877 the discussion was evidently
started which resulted In the licensing of
all dogs allowed to run at large in the Dis-
trict. Many complaints were being made
concerning the unusual number of canines
in the city and their penchant for making
unearthly noises. Then it was that a letter
was written to the editor of The Star mak-
ing the suggestion that a simple and easy
way to get rid of the hundreds of barking
and yelping dogs, which apparently made
the night hideous and murdered the sleep of
the sick and well alike, was to tax them
heavily and to have a *“dog police” to dis-
pose of every dog whose tax was not
promptly pald.

“And the best way to tax dogs,” the cor-
respondent continued, *“Is to tax every
householder for at least one dog, if he Is
not known to own more, and require him to
make affidavit that he did not, and does
not own or harbor one, when he pays the
rest of his tax. In this way the city finances
will be materlally increased and the num-
ber of dogs materially decrcased.”

From this suggestion in The Star and
others which followed It is probable the
present method of dealing with the city's
canine population was evolved.

The Estimates Then and Now.

The growth of the District since the be-

lin® the legisla-

is jacketed in the executive office aq@ car-
ried by messinger from one Commissioner
to another for approval.or dlsapplgal,’g
the case may be. e i

The newspaper men, ¥ they can catch
these papers en route, are let into a knowl-
edge of affairs. Some of the papers travel
In opaque, sealed envelopes, however, and
have a stamp “Not for Publication” on
them. Sometimes, however, even the cpaque
envelopes dc not prevent the reporter from
knowing the contents. It is then that he
corsults the Commissioner privately and
brings all his eloquence to bear in the en-
deavor to convinee the officlal that the mat-
ter contained in the paper should really be
given to the public. Often a pencll mark
through the “Not for Publlcation’ lifts the
embargo, and away to his typewriter rusnes
the newsgatherer and in a short while a
fleet messenger 18 en route to the office
with a half column or a column ‘‘beat.”

The Star has a private telephone wire to
the District building press room so that late
happenings may be telephoned into the of-
fice. In this way news of interest transpir-
ing as late as 3 o'clock or 3:15 o'clock finds
a place in the regular edition of the paper
which goes to press at 3:30 each afternoon.

Thus while great advances have been
made In the methods of District government
and the making and collecting of news, the
newspaper men at the District bullding
have to regretfully admit that there is one
feature of the situatien which does not
(-trhp:lre with the old days. The city rec-
ords of a third of a century ago show that
the councils would each year, about Christ-
mas time, make appropriations of $200 each
to the reporters assigned to municipal mat-
ters. There is no such Inducement attached
to reporting at the District building today.
The city fathers took the ground that the
reporters, by printing various items of news,
saved the munleipality quite a sum in ad-
vertising. Comparing the amount of city
news publigshed then with what appears in
the papers of taday, the reporters figure
that at this time they should be recelving
annual gifts of about $10,000. But the pub-
liec must not be led Into believing that they
are.

Intellectual Economy.
From Success.

Madame de Genlis, In a work on “Time,”
tells us that the famous Chancellor
d'Aguesseau, observing that his wife al-
ways delayed ten or twelve minutes before
she came down to dinner, and, reluctant Lo
lose so much time daily, began the compo-
sition of a work which he prosecuted only
while thus kept waiting. At the end of fif-
teen years a book in three quarto volumes
was completed, which ran through three
editions, and was held in high repute.
Madame de Genlis profited by this example.
Having to wait at the dinner hour in the
Palals Royval for Madame de Chartres, who
was always fifteen or twenty minutes late,
she utilized the time by copying a selection
of poems from eminent authors.

It is told of a German eritie that he could
repeat the entire “Illad” of Homer with
scarcely an error, How many years, think
you, did he spend in depositing the immor-
tal epic in his brain? Years he had not to
spare, or months, or weeks, or even entire
days, for he was a physician in the full tide
of practice; but he contrived to store in his
memory the twenty-four books of the old
bard of “Scio’s rocky isle” in the brlef, dis-
connected snatches of time while hurrying
from one patlent to another. Dr. Mason
Good, a celebrated English physician, per-
formed a similar feat, having contrived to
translate the whole of Lucretius during his
long walks in London to visit his patients,

They Mourn in Red.
From the New York Times,

In the dark and part of the middle ages
red and not black was the favorite mourn-
ing color throughout Europe. Even down
to the end of the fifteenth century the
change from blood red to black was not
complete, though black cloaks were worn
over red clothing.” In Abyssinia the mourn-
ing color is a reddish brown. In Turkey it
is violet, a color closely allied to red. It

is a curious fact that among the Maoris of
New Zealand red s the hue of sorrow. In
earlier times mourners daubed their bodies
with red julces when they followed a chief
to his grave, and even the resting places

of the bodles were also colored red.

TYPOGRAPHICAL TEMPLE.

men affiliated with it shall receive for thelr
services. i

Fifty years ago there were but four labor
organizations in the District of Columbia,
namely, the Columbia Typographical So-
ciety, organized January 7, 1815, now known
as Columbla Typographical Union, No. 101;
Jourpeymen Bookbinders' Soclety, organ-
fzed in 1833, known at present as Book-
binders’ Union, No. 4; Washington Branch
Stonecutters’ Assocition, organized in 1836
Washington Branch Granite Cutters’ Na-
tional Union, organized in 1847, These four
organizations aggregated a membership of
about 300. Readers may know just how
much unionism has progressed in the Dis-
trict when informed that today there are
elghty-eight unions and asscmhl_}.&s. which
represent between 12,000 and 13,000 male
and female workers. -

After the Close of the War.

A few years after the close of the war
of the rebellion the unionizing of the labor-
ing people took a sudden impetus, and
when the year 15881 rolled around there
were about twenty-five labor organizations,
The idea of forming a central body was
conceived by the labor leaders of that day.
Fiftéen of the organizations known as as-
semblies formed District Assembly No. 66,
under the jurisdiction of the Knights of
Labor. The trades unions, numbering about
ten, were not eligible to membership in this
central body, and in order that the labor
unlons might become more solidified the
local Federation of Labor was formed. This
organization Wwas composed of delegates
from the Knights of Labor assemblies and
trades unions, and was, In reality,
an auxiliary to District Assembly No. 66,
on account of the preponderance of the
Knights of Labor delegates, most of whom
sed the assembly.
various crafts continued to become
v i and when the year 18856 was
““f’f{fz& q"hc-lil'z]; were forty-five loeal assem-
{'ﬁi; and trades union organizations rep-
,-,:(.n[(.L1 in the Federation of Labor. The
!;le’l.irH of that body progressed most h;u:-
;-nc:niuusl}‘ until the early part of 1896,
when contentions aross between the assem-
biles’ and trades unlons' representatives,
'1:1d ¢ollowing the expulsion of the brick-
I’l\'ETS' union for refusing to obey the or-
d‘(:rﬂ of that body relative to a boycott
which had been imposed upon the local
prewers, fourteen of the trades unions with-
drew fr::)m the fedcration and the Central
Labor Unlon was organized. From that
time on a number of the ftrades unions
which had remained in the federation
withdrew and became aflillated with the
Central Labor Union. When the year 1000
made its appearance all of the trades
unions had withdrawn!from the federation,
leaving only the Kmights of Labor dele-
gates. As a result the federation was dis-
solved, there being mno need for dual or-
ganizations of Knights of Labor.

Despite the collapse of the federation, the
progress of unio ism continued unchecked,
and as a result Washington now has eigh-
ty-elght labor organizations, as stated
above, and ranks among the foremost of
the organized labor cities, when it is taken
into consideration that it is not a commer-
cial center, the proportion of organized
workers comparing favorably to any other
municipality of a like" size.

Conditions of the Working Classes.

Along with the progress of unionism the
conditions of the working classes have be-
come greatly ameliorated. Fifty years ago
the pay of the ordinary working man or
woman was a mere pittance; in fact, a man
could only support his loved ones by the
greatest economy and self-sacrifice. It has
been only through the medium of unionism
that the condition of the werking classes
has improved 100 per cent, and now the or-
dinary family can live falrly well, with a
few luxuries at intervals. Through union-
{em also has the educational standing of
Washington's workers been greatly im-
proved.

It might be well to state at this juncture
that although the labor men of this city
have no vote, they have been instrument:®
upon various ocecasions in obtaining con-
gressional legislation which has proved to
be not only beneficial to themselves but to

of the

compo
The

the people of the District generally, and te

are well aware of the effects of being
placed under the ban of organized labor.

As far as can be learned, Washington's
first boyeott was imposed in 1834. It was
declared by the Columbia Typographical
Soclety against Gen. Duff Green, editor of
the United States Telegraph, for having in-
troduced non-union printers and two-third
apprentices into his printing establishment.
This action was also the cause of a strike,
and the trouble continued for three years,
during which time there was a change in
the ownership of the office. The member-
ship of the society also instituted several
strikes at the government printing office,
but all were of short duration, and in near-
Iy every instance the ultimate outcome was
favorable to the union workers. The print-
ers also expericnced difficulty with several
r wspapers formerly published here. The
printers were victorious in some of the
struggles, while at other times the outcome
was rather disastrous to the interests of
the union. Grievances also arose between
private employers and the unfon men.

The union bookbinders have figured in
several strikes, the most important of
which was that instituted at the govern-
ment printing office in 1863, at which time
the men demanded $18 a week and eight
hours to constitute a day’'s labor. Afier
seven weeks' battle a compromise was ef-
fected, the publie printer allowing them the
Inerease of wages, but stating that it was
not within his power to grant a reduction
in the hours of labor.

During the struggle a company of ma-
rines was on duty around the printing of-
fice, and the strikers had their pickets at
the rallroad depots and in the vicinity of
the office so as to prevent non-union men
from applying for work.

One of the most important strikes insti-
tuted In this city was that launched in
1866 by a number of the building trades to
secure an elght-hour work day. The strik-
ers were not entirely suceessful In this dif-
ficulty, as several of the striking organiza-
tions compromised with the employvers and
were given a nine-hour day.  The struggle
affected about 2,000 workmen and lasted
several months. The above-mentioned
strikes are considered the most important
of the labor difficulties of this city, and are
spoken of merely to show that success does
not come without occasional setbacks.

“They say Shakespeare had a vocabulary
of over 7,000 words.”

“How meager! But then there were
scarcely any health foods in his day.”"—
Life.

good that has emanated and will continue

Congregational, seven Episcopal, twenty=.

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

to go forth from the churches of the cap-
ital city of the nation, is beyond the scope
computation.

Washington
vears ago, the elegant structures of today
a brilliant revelation.
years. with their marvelous discoveries and

—

| :
¢ five Methodist Episcopal, one Preshyterian,
| and one Swedenborgian

Many of the churches of fifty years ago
have moved from their original sites, and

| there are scarcely any of the old church

buildings but have been improved and re-
modeled, and, in nearly every case, enlarg-
ed within recent years, so that their origi-
nal-appearance fis- almost completely ob-
scured.. Within the past ten years the im-
provement. of .church property in Washing-
ton has been especially -noticeable. The en-
croachments of business enterprises and of-
fiee blocks has made it advisable for many
of the churches to move their location into
the residence sectiol of the city, and A
number of old landmarks have gradually
Eiven way to the progressive invasion of
trade. Each change In location has been
to the faterial advantage of the churches,
at least, for more handsome edifices have
been erected In every instance.

Some Notable Edifices.

Among some of the most notable of the
edifices are 8St. Patrick’s Catholiec Church,
the Temple Baptist Church, 8t. Thomas'
Episcopal Church, the New Church
(Swedenborglan), the Hebrew Synagogue
on Sth street, Eastern Presbyterian Church,
Dumbarton Avenue M. E. Church, Mount
Pleasant Congregational Church, the new
Grare Reformed Memorial Church, where
the President worships; 8t. Peter's Catho-
lic Church, and many others. The most of
these structures are bullt of white slone,
furnished elegantly, and with all modern
convenlences, and all of them striking In
appearance from the architectural point of
view.

The organization and building of new
churches continues, and several handsome
new houses of worship are already planned
and provided for financially. These will' be
erected within a few years.

As the city continues to Improve and
{o assume its place at the head of the

world’'s eapitals, the churches of Washing-
ton will keep pace with the development In

other lines and will stand at the forefroat
Jn the affairs affecting the religious world,




